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A World of Objects faced by Paradox and Contradiction: ‘Words Just for You’
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top) Installation view of ‘Words Just for You'
bottom) Words Just for You (drawing for installation)
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Ahn Kyuchul, who presents conceptual
works revealing the background of life
through ordinary objects, opened his solo
exhibition 'Words Just for You' on Feb. 21
at Kukje Gallery. This exhibition deals with
the condition of objects and the property
of matter, and shows the critical mind as
individual, whereas ‘Invisible Land of Love’,
his solo exhibition with more than 340,000
visitors in MMCA last year, was a large-scale
project exhibition based on narrative.

The exhibition starts with LIFE+ ART=LIFE
and LIFE-ART =LIFE side by side. This
formula is valid if'ART is nothing. This is
aprovocative question as artist anda
question that subverts the artist's identity.
Nine Gold Fishes, a fishbowl of centric
circles, attracted visitors at his previous
exhibition, and at this time, Lingering Time,
inwhich a ball rolls through a wooden rail
on awall, also drew in viewers. Minutely
slanted rail delays are timed as the ball falls
to the ground, and provides three minutes

of thought.
On the next wall, abig dark grayrelief is
attached to create somethinglike a black
hall. Itis Word Just for You. When you

take a near view of it, the curved external
material is felted cloth which absorbs
sound. The artist suggests that you listen

to words spoken just for you as a kind of
self-confessionin front of this soft and
warm wall. The wall is a sorrowful ear
saturated in everyones stories, and at the
same time, a mouth also emits silence.
There is no censorship and suppression

on taboo words, as in the 1980s. Thinking
about today's loud noise, however, which
often buries voices we should listen to and
or hear speak, makes us have a feeling of
helplessness. Ahn's Words Just for You
looks like an object created with this mission
inmind, amission of our time.

In addition, the objects in this exhibition
have a ‘contradiction’ or ‘paradox’ at their
heart, suchas Silent Belf without sound and
signal, Paddle Chair, which has paddles as
chair legs, Box If containing four wheels, and
Two Bicycle in which a handleis attached to
another handle and a saddle on the another,
There isa conflict here as the artist cannot
stay or leave, while expressing their critical
viewpoints on society. For Korean society to
be considered a success it must start again
like amisdelivered gift.

The objects of the exhibition follow the
formula of ‘contradiction’ and ‘paradox’. The
spectator can question and answer such
propositions in their own way, and after
leaving the gallery they can substitute this
formula for their own. Then you really heard
‘words just for you'. The exhibition is open
until Mar. 31. <by Park Semi>




