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ABSTRACT

SPECIAL FEATURE

Eat, Cook, Art

Have the public interests in cooking ever been this high?
Whenever turn on TV, there are chefs flamvoyantly boasting
their skills. You bet there are endless praises on tasty
restaurants pouring out on other channels somewhere.
From well-being to food, from food to cooking program on
TV, these dominance of pop culture brought about the
change in the culture of food consumption. On one hand,
TV programs on food become homogeneous as they only
reproduce themselves. On the other hand, audiences are
getting tired of food programs that only satisfy us visually.
This calls for new approaches to food. What about arts?
How cooking and eating is presented in the field of art?

In response to current fad of food programs, Wolganmisool
introduces various aspects of food in visual arts. Of course,

the engagement between food and the arts has long history.

However, it is worthy of comparing how the arts has
concocted foods in ways that go beyond visualization
especially when whole country is in the hype of ‘showing
food.’ It features interpretations of food in the Western Art
History; it is not about the process of eating or
dissemination of the artworks by ‘artists who cook,’ but the
diverse messages that the works of art convey. Also the
article raises extended questions on the verb, ‘eating’
through stories of eating and living of artists in the midst of
‘cooking’ and culinary shows.

EXHIBITION&THEME

“It was not until 20th century when a banquet that involved
with actual eating as an artwork was introduced to museums.
For example, Thai artist, Rirkrit Tiravanija started to present
a series of art work that included serving foods at his solo
exhibition entitled, <Pad Thai> in 1990. The artist himself
cooked dishes and served to anyone who visited his show and
there always no shortage of visitors to taste his art throughout
the exhibition period. (...) During the preparation of the food,
ingredients are trimmed, cut, marinated, and finally
transformed into something different substance as they are
heated. Human bodies also under go change on material level
through the act of consuming food as we chew, swallow and
digest. The concept of ‘a body that eats’ has connotation with
that of Mikhail Bakhtin’s ‘the grotesque image of the body.’”

“Just in time of recent turn over of hegemony of TV from air to
cable channel, there emerged new formats of food programs
that defeats finding-tasty-restaurant kind, namely cooking
show. (...) Paik, one of the celebrity chef chatters like this while
his hand is busy with food. “Ain’t it easy, eh? Quick, eh?”
Those words work like spells: ‘easy’ allures for those who
cannot cook and ‘quick’ does for those who are press for time.
The reason they do not have time and building skill for food is
that many of us scrape living and have no evening to spare.
And Paik knows the very fact better than anyone. On the other
hand, cooking shows are gigantic billboards for food industries.
The recipe of <Mr. Paik’s Home Meal> is not of home but that
of restaurants. <What shall we eat?> appears to be a cooking
show but the guests who gives the TV hosts ideas for their meal
are often owners of big restaurants.”

Korea Artist Prize 2015

<Korea Artist Prize 2015> is an art award established to
support the talented artist who is exemplary of Korean
contemporary art. Marking its fourth edition this year, it
presented an exhibition with projects by the nominees:
Kim Kira, Na Hyun, Oh Inhwan and Ha Taebum. The
exhibition is held at National Museum of Modern and
Contemporary Art Seoul Branch from August 4th through
November 1st, and the finalist will be picked during the
exhibition.

“Kim Kira: Though art might not either touch all of them at

once nor change structure or institutions, it can suggest
a perspective and attitude that would point better direction.
So what I do is to researching methods and forms.”

“Na Hyun: I tried to access to various materials and documents
that gives authority and credibility of each history. They are
also the secret prototype that gave birth to absolute truth. Then
[ categorized them by my artistic, personal criteria in order to
reinterpret them.”

“Oh Inhwan: Unlike subjective art, the art of the otherness is
acknowledged only in the premises that the individual artist’s
identity 1s specifically connected to the subject of the artworks.”

“Ha Taebum: I can only hope that my work conveys somehow
at least some fragments of the image of not only mine but of
others if I can show exactly as it is how saturated, worn out or
agonized I am over the dilemmas by the flood of information
that media.”
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